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12 July 2022 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

At 12pm today in Rome, Pope Francis announced that he appointed me as the Bishop of New Ulm, 

Minnesota.  For many of you this is a complete surprise knowing that I wholeheartedly poured out 

myself in ministry to the faithful of the Diocese of Fairbanks for just under 8 years.  With 46 parishes 

located in a vast region of 410K square miles in Northern Alaska, I was “on the go” quite often.  A 

typical 2-3 week trip involved travel on bush planes, helicopters, boats along the river, 4 wheelers and 

snowmachines.  This afforded me to travel to 37 of our remote parishes, off the road system, to provide 

sacraments and visit the good people of God.  In all honesty, I found my travel to our parishes to be 

culturally enriching as I grew to know and love numerous families in our Native Alaskan communities.  

They have opened my heart and mind to a cultural beauty and richness of their traditional way of life.  

Every time I left a village I thanked them, “Quayana Cukneq”, for the entire visit: berry picking, 

fishing, moose hunting, wood cutting, soaking in the quiet and pristine beauty of Alaska.  Engaging in 

the subsistence way of life will be forever etched in my memory along with the forever lingering tastes 

of variety of tundra berries, salmon, halibut, whale, walrus, seal, bear, moose caribou, musk ox, duck, 

goose, and agutuk (Eskimo ice cream).  These encounters with God’s creation and coming to learn 

about new cultures is something that I will carry for my entire life.   

 

This travel was physically demanding which resulted in some serious spine issues in the Fall of 2021.  

The end result was that I had a second spinal fusion surgery in my lower back in late January 2022.  

The first spinal surgery was in 2011 after I returned from a deployment to Afghanistan.  With four 

vertebrae fused together with substantial hardware, the spine surgeon strongly suggested a change in 

my lifestyle that was less demanding on the back.  I shared this information with Church leadership, 

and it resulted in my new appointment. 

 



 

 

As I leave the vast expanse of Northern Alaska, I am fully aware of the countless blessings I received 

from the 46 parishes. The faithful of the entire Diocese of Fairbanks patiently helped form me to be the 

shepherd I am today. The chancery staff with whom I worked so closely each day will be granted a 

“special place in the Kingdom of Heaven.”  God will abundantly bless all of you for your kindness, 

support and patience. It is with these blessings and graces that I come to the Diocese of New Ulm.   

 

I want to thank our Holy Father for entrusting me to serve as the shepherd of the Diocese of New Ulm. 

I go with an open heart and mind, eager to learn and encounter new blessings as I visit parishes and 

families in the beautiful prairie land of south and west-central Minnesota. Please join me in praying 

that our Holy Father soon chooses a new shepherd to lead the flock of Northern Alaska. 

 

I realize many of you may not be able to attend my installation as Bishop of New Ulm on 27 

September, Feast of St. Vincent de Paul.  However, please remember me in prayer that day.  If you are 

able to attend, please see the Diocese of New Ulm website (https://www.dnu.org) for details.  

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

         
†Most Reverend Chad W. Zielinski                                                   

Apostolic Administrator 

Diocese of Fairbanks 

https://www.dnu.org/

